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Some background

• Forestry not a GIA signatory but trying 

to be

• Mandate for “commercial plantation 

forestry” – several species

• RSL – confidentiality requirement
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1. Contribution –difference 

made

• Supported response options

• Questioned threat to forestry
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2. Challenges

• Understanding the real risk to forestry –

and to NZ

• Confidentiality restrictions – who to talk 

to?

• Chinese literature – difficult to read

• Science incorrect?

• No recent (English) literature
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The host evidence - confusing
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The host evidence - confusing
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Early evidence suspect

William E Hoffman
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Early evidence suspect

William E Hoffman
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3. Lessons learned

• Many uncertainties

• Time is limited (pests spread) and so is 

money = making the correct decision 

quickly!

• Don’t waste money on a low risk event
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4. Next time

• Next time could be more serious

• Seek permission to ask experts

• Ensure knowledgeable person on RSL
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5. Advice for others

• Don’t assume the literature is correct

• Do your homework

• Send someone knowledgeable to the 

RSL

• Have a battle chest (for when joint 

funding kicks in)
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Thanks


